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The British Council is the UK’s official organisation for 
educational opportunities and cultural relations.  
 
We have been creating international opportunities and building 
trust between the people of the UK and other countries since 
1934.  
 
We work in more than 100 countries and our 7000 staff – 
including 2000 teachers – work with thousands of professionals, 
policy makers plus millions of young people every year teaching 
English and running Arts, Education and Society programmes. 



Think back to your school/university/training days.  
 
How were your speaking and writing assessed? Was there 
a system in place? 
 
How did you feel? 



h"p://blogs.ibo.org/blog/2017/05/11/whats-the-problem-with-grades/	
h"ps://www.dreams;me.com/stock-photos-confused-teacher-marking-students-work-desk-white-background-image35240743	
h"ps://www.masterfile.com/search/en/student+confused+in+the+test	



“A rubric is a grid listing the criteria to be assessed in rows, 
divided into columns for each grade. In each cell, there are 
descriptors, which quantify what the learner has to do to 
achieve the grade.” 

The	CLIL	Guidebook,	h"ps://www.languages.dk/archive/clil4u/book/CLIL%20Book%20En.pdf			



Design a rubric for a non-linguistic competence 
 
Add criteria gradually 
 
Raise learners’ awareness of the criteria 
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Student’s	Name:	

Approach	to	learning	
	

4	
	All	of	

these	(8)	

3	
	Most	of	
these	(5-7)	

2		
Some	of	

these	(4/8)	

1		
None/few	
of	these	(-4)	

	
Score	

-	On	;me	
-	Walks	into	class	
-	Speaks	quietly	
-	Hangs	up	coat	
-	Puts	bag	away	
-	Brings	pens	&	books	
-	Homework	completed	
and	in	good	condi;on	
-	Switches	off	phone	
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Adapted	from:	h"p://languages.dk/clil4u/	
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Adapted	from:	h"p://languages.dk/clil4u/	



Category	 4	 3	 2	 1	 Score	
		

Content	
Shows	a	full	
understanding	of	the	task.	
All	content	is	relevant.	

Shows	a	good	
understanding	of	the	task.	
Most	content	is	relevant.	

Shows	some	
understanding	of	the	
task.	Content	is	
irrelevant	at	;mes.	

Shows	li"le	understanding	
of	the	task.	Most	content	
is	irrelevant.	

		

		
Range	of	
vocabulary	and	
grammar	

Uses	a	good	range	of	
grammar	and	vocabulary	
which	is	appropriate	and	
accurate	to	the	topic.	

Uses	a	range	of	grammar	
and	vocabulary	which	is	
appropriate	and	to	the	
topic.	

Uses	a	sufficient	range	
of	grammar	and	
vocabulary	which	is	
some;mes	appropriate	
to	the	topic.	

Uses	a	limited	range	of	
grammar	and	vocabulary	
which	is	some;mes	off	
topic.	

		

		
		
		
		
OrganisaKon	

Text	is	well	organised.	Text	
is	linked	using	a	variety	of	
expressions	and	
paragraphs	to	generally	
good	effect.	

Text	is	organised.	Text	is	
linked	using	some	
expressions	and	paragraphs	
to	a	sufficient	effect.	

Text	is	mostly	
organised.	Text	is	
some;mes	linked	using	
expressions	and	
paragraphs		but	not	
always	to	sufficient	
effect.	

Text	can	be	be"er	
organised.	Text	needs	
more	linking	expressions	
and		paragraphs		

		

		
		
Accuracy	&	
Appropriacy	

Text	contains	minor	
spelling	errors	but	does	
not	impact	understanding	

Text	contains	some	errors	
but	rarely	do	they	impact	
understanding	

Text	contains	errors	
which	can	lead	to	
misunderstanding	but	
do	not	deter	from	
whole	text	

Text	contains	errors	which	
make	it	difficult	to	
understand	the	text	as	
whole	

		

		
		
		
Target	Reader	

Writes	
effec;vely	to	hold		
target	reader’s	a"en;on	
and	communicate	
simple	and	
complex	ideas	

Writes	quite	effec;vely	to	
hold	the	target	reader’s	
a"en;on	and	
communicate	
simple	ideas.	

Writes	appropriately	to	
communicate	simple	
ideas.	

Writes	in	
generally	appropriate	
ways	to	communicate	
simple	ideas.	

		

Adapted from CEFR 



Category	 4	 3	 2	 1	 Score	
		

	
	

Content	

	
Shows	a	full	
understanding	of	
the	task.	All	
content	is	
relevant.	

	
Shows	a	good	
understanding	of	
the	task.	Most	
content	is	
relevant.	

	
Shows	some	
understanding	
of	the	task.	
Content	is	
irrelevant	at	
;mes.	

	
Shows	li"le	
understanding	of	
the	task.	Most	
content	is	
irrelevant.	

		

		
		
		
		

	
	

OrganisaKon	

	
	

Text	is	well	
organised.	Text	is	
linked	using	a	
variety	of	
expressions	and	
paragraphs	to	
generally	good	
effect.	

	

	
Text	is	organised.	
Text	is	linked	
using	some	
expressions	and	
paragraphs	to	a	
sufficient	effect.	

	
Text	is	mostly	
organised.	Text	
is	some;mes	
linked	using	
expressions	and	
paragraphs		but	
not	always	to	
sufficient	
effect.	

	

	
Text	can	be	
be"er	organised.	
Text	needs	more	
linking	
expressions	and		
paragraphs		

		

Adapted from CEFR 



Category	 4	 3	 2	 1	 Score	
		

	
	

Content	
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_____	at	;mes.	
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OrganisaKon	

	
	

Text	is	well	
organised.	Text	is	
linked	using	a	
_____	of	
expressions	and	
paragraphs	to	
generally	good	
effect.	

	

	
Text	is	______.	
Text	is	linked	
using	some	
expressions	and	
paragraphs	to	a	
______	effect.	

	
Text	is	mostly	
organised.	Text	
is	______	linked	
using	
expressions	and	
paragraphs		but	
not	always	to	
sufficient	
effect.	

	

	
Text	can	be	
be"er	organised.	
Text	needs	_____	
linking	
expressions	and		
paragraphs	.	

		

Adapted from CEFR 



Category	 4	 3	 2	 1	 Score	
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paragraphs.		

		

Adapted from CEFR 



Rubrics can: 
- help reduce subjectivity  
- set clear expectations for learners 
- provide informative feedback 
- provide opportunity for autonomous learning & ownership 
- be made more manageable/accessible through staging 

 



Further Reading: 
-  Chapter 6 Evaluation: The CLIL Guidebook  

https://www.languages.dk/archive/clil4u/book/CLIL%20Book
%20En.pdf 

 
-  Chapter 6 Assessment issues in CLIL: Coyle, D., Hood, P, 

Marsh, D (2010) CLIL: Content and Language Integrated 
Learning, CUP  

 
-  How Do Rubrics Help? (article + samples) 

https://www.edutopia.org/assessment-guide-rubrics 
(Accessed 12 February 2017) 



Thank you! 
 

Email: Clare.Burke@britishcouncil.it 
Twitter: @ClareBurke_ELT 


