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I have my mother’s 
mouth and my father’s 

eyes …



I have my mother’s 
mouth and my father’s 
eyes; on my face they 

are s)ll together. 
                             Warsan Shire



Irresis&bly	Original	

• CULTURAL	DEPTH	
• DELICIOUS	
LANGUAGE	

• CHALLENGING	
CONTENT	

• UNFILTERED	
CONTACT	WITH	THE	
AUTHOR	

• 	E	



Indicazioni		
Nazionali	

• «Lo	studio	della	lingua	e	
della	cultura	straniera	deve	
procedere	lungo	due	assi	
fondamentali	tra	loro	
interrela&:	lo	sviluppo	di	
competenze	linguis&co-
comunica&ve	e	lo	sviluppo	
di	conoscenze	rela&ve	
all’universo	culturale	
legato	alla	lingua	di	
riferimento.»		



Asse	Culturale		
Primo	Biennio	

	
•  Analizza	semplici	tes&	orali,	
scriP,	iconico-grafici,	quali	
documen&	di	aSualità,	tes&	
leSerari	di	facile	comprensione,	
film,	video,	ecc.	per	coglierne	le	
principali	specificità	formali	e	
culturali...	

Secondo	bienno		
quinto	anno	

•  Analizza	e	confronta	tes&	
leSerari	provenien&	da	lingue	
e	culture	diverse;	comprende	
e	interpreta	prodoP	culturali	
di	diverse	&pologie	e	generi,	
su	temi	di	aSualità,	cinema,	
musica,	arte,	...	



												Irresis&bly	Original	
•  EMOTION	
• CULTURAL	DEPTH	
• DELICIOUS	
LANGUAGE	

• CHALLENGING	
CONTENT	

• UNFILTERED	
CONTACT	WITH	THE	
AUTHOR	

•  LEXICAL	COMPLEXITY	
•  SYNTACTIC	
COMPLEXITY	

•  CULTURAL	DISTANCE	
•  TIME	
•  PLACE	
•  EXPERIENCE	

																																																																			
J	



Jabberwocky           Lewis 
Carroll'Twas brillig, and the slithy 

toves  
Did gyre and gimble in the 
wabe;  
All mimsy were the borogoves,  
And the mome raths outgrabe.  



Alice said…
	
“It’s	rather	hard	to	
understand…it	seems	
to	fill	my	head	with	
ideas	–	only	I	don’t	
know	what	they	are.”	
Through	the	Looking	
Glass	(1871)	



Jabberwocky           Lewis 
Carroll'Twas brillig, and the slithy 

toves  
Did gyre and gimble in the 
wabe;  
All mimsy were the borogoves,  
And the mome raths outgrabe.  



slithy	tove	
	
mome	rath	
	
mimsy	borogrove	
	
	

1	

2	
3	



1	mome	rath	
	
2	mimsy	borogrove	
	
3	slithy	tove	
	
	
	
	

1	

2	

3	



Strategies?	
Exis&ng	knowledge	of	syntax	
Exis&ng	knowledge	of	lexis																															KB	
Exis&ng	knowledge	of	word	forma&on	
Glossary	
Images	
Voice	





Original Texts

OVERCOMING	DIFFICULTY	
	
	

	TEXT						TEXT	SUPPORT			+		ACTIVITIES	
SIMPLIFYING 	 	 	GLOSSARY 												EMOTION	
ABRIDGING 	 	 	TRANSLATION 												ACTIVE	LEARNING	
ADAPTING 	 	 	ANNOTATION 												GRADUALITY	
RE-WRITING 	 	 	IMAGES 												OFF	THE	PAGE	
GRADING	

	



Romeo and Juliet

Reader	
	
“How	did	you	come	into	this	
place,”	said	Juliet	“and	who	
guided	you?”	
	
“Love	guided	me,”	answered	
Romeo.	



Romeo and Juliet

Reader	
	

“How	did	you	come	
into	this	place,”	said	
Juliet	“and	who	guided	
you?”	
	
“Love	guided	me,”	
answered	Romeo.	

Original	
	

JULIET				
How	camest	thou	hither,	tell	me,	and	
wherefore?	
ROMEO			
With	love’s	light	wings	did	I	o'erperch	
these	walls,	
For	stony	limits	cannot	hold	love	out,	



GRADED	READER	LEVEL	B1	



DAFFODILS	
	
I	was	walking	out,	all	on	my	own,	
And	feeling	sad	and	blue,	
When	I	saw	some	yellow	flowers	
And	they	were	dancing,	too.	
	
They	danced	and	danced	and	shook	
their	heads	
In	shining	golden	light	
But	OMG!	Who	would	have	
guessed	
How	they’d	make	the	future	bright!	
	

I	seSle	down	upon	my	bed	
Like	a	gentleman	of	leisure	
Think	back	to	what	I	saw	that	day	
And	my	heart	is	filled	with	
pleasure.	





LANGUAGE	
	
																				READERS	

CULTURE	
	
												LITERARY	TEXTS	



Original Texts

	
						OVERCOMING	DIFFICULTY	

	
	 	 										

	
																																	TEXT 	 	 							

	 			 	 	 			



Original Texts
	

	 	 								TEXT	 	 	 							
	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	

OBJECTIVE:	reading	skills,		
vocabulary	development	

•  Lo	studente	comprende	in	modo	globale,	seleAvo	e	
deCagliato	tesD	orali/scriA	aAnenD	ad	aree	di	interesse	di	
ciascun	liceo	

•  RifleCe	sul	sistema	(fonologia,	morfologia,	sintassi,	lessico,	
ecc.)	

		



LANGUAGE	
	
																					

CULTURE	

LITERARY	READERS	



Original Texts
	

OVERCOMING	DIFFICULTY	
	

															
																		TEXT	SUPPORT	 	 							

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		



Original Texts
	

	 						TEXT	SUPPORT 	 	 							
	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	

				OBJECTIVE:	E-ing	THE	ORIGINAL 		



Romeo and Juliet
JULIET		
How	camest	thou	hither,	tell	me,	
and	wherefore?	
The	orchard	walls	are	high	and	hard	
to	climb,	
And	the	place	death,	considering	
who	thou	art,	
If	any	of	my	kinsmen	find	thee	here.	
	
ROMEO		
With	love’s	light	wings	did	I	
o’erperch	these	walls,	
For	stony	limits	cannot	hold	love	
out	
	

Juliet	asks	how	he	got	into	the	
garden	and	why	he	is	there.	She	says	
the	walls	are	high	and	difficult	to	get	
over.	It	is	also	a	dangerous	place	for	
him	-	her	rela&ves	would	kill	him	if	
they	found	him	there.	

	
	
Romeo	says	he	flew	over	on	the	
wings	of	love	because	walls	cannot	
keep	love	away.	

PARALLEL	TEXT	



Romeo and Juliet
Medieval	towns	were	usually	
built	along	or	very	near	a	river.	
Water	was	very	important	for	
drinking	and	for	washing	but	also	
for	waste.	Omen	towns	grew	in	
places	where	roadways	met	–	
this	was	crucial	if	they	were		
to	be	a	mee&ng	……	

CULTURAL	INSIGHTS	



Original Texts
	

TEXT	SUPPORT	
			
PARALLEL	TEXTS	 	 														GLOSSARIES

	 	 	 	 	 		
												LAYOUT							IMAGES					 	MEDIA

	 	 	 	 	 		
																			ACTIVE	LEARNER	TASKS	



LAYOU
T	



The  
Soldier

If I should die, think only this of me:  
       That there’s some corner of a foreign field  
That is for ever England. There shall be  
       In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;  
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made 
aware,  
       Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to 
roam,  
A body of England’s, breathing English air,  
       Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of 
home. 	

 And	think,	this	heart,	all	evil	shed	away,	
					A	pulse	in	the	eternal	mind,	no	less	
									Gives	somewhere	back	the	thoughts	by	England	given;	
Her	sights	and	sounds;	dreams	happy	as	her	day;	
					And	laughter,	learnt	of	friends;	and	gentleness,	
											In	hearts	at	peace,	under	an	English	heaven.	



Texts for Learners
	

Priming	
(preparing	the	ground)	

	

- Knowledge	
- Cultural	awareness	

			
	 														 	 	 	 	 		

	  					 	 	 	 			
	 																				



IMAGES



Texts for Learners
	

Priming	
(preparing	the	ground)	

	

- Knowledge	
- Cultural	awareness	

-	EMOTION	
			

	 														 	 	 	 	 		

	  	 				 	 	 	 			

	  																				



Home	                                Warsan Shire

• 	wriSen	in	2015	
• simple	vocabulary	
• simple	syntax	
• young	author	
• important,	relevant	message		





Home Warsan Shire
No-one	leaves	home		
unless	home	is	the	mouth	of	a	
shark	
you	only	run	for	the	border	
when	you	see	the	whole	city	
running	as	well	

You	have	to	understand,	
no-one	puts	their	children	in	a	boat	
unless	the	water	is	safer	than	the	
land.	
	
No-one	burns	their	palms	their	
palms	
under	trains,	beneath	carriages,	
no-one	spends	days	and	nights	in	the	
stomach	of	a	truck	
feeding	on	newspaper	unless	the	
miles	travelled	
mean	something	more	than	journey.	



Texts for Learners
	

Priming	
(preparing	the	ground)	

	
	

	 	 	 	Less	is	More			
	 														 	 	 	 	 		

	  					 	 	 	 			
	 																				











Ac)ve Learner Tasks : parallel wri)ng
	

Introducing	
Dulce	et	Decorum	Est	

																				1.	Cultural	context	
																				2.	Relevance	
																				3.	Parallel	wri&ng	



Cultural Context

short	World	War	I	documentary	
	
images	and	informa&on	about	life	in	the	trenches	











Relevance	



Parallel Wri)ng

Group	work	
Write	a	short	poem	in	three	stanzas:	

•  Stanza	one	–	make	sure	you	put	across	the	sePng	
and	the	emo&ons	of	life	at	the	Front	Line	in	the	
trenches	

•  Stanza	two	–	it	must	begin	with	the	word	“Gas!”.	
Describe	what	happens	in	the	immediate	amermath	
of	the	gas	aSack	

•  Stanza	three	–	describe	the	consequences	and,	in	
the	last	two	lines,	reflect	on	war	/	ethics	/	…	



Poems by 5BS
	

WWI	POEMS	
5BS	

	

	

	

5BS	



THE LETHAL FOG
Walking,	marching,	running	
Tired,	fa&gued,	exhausted	
Against	the	enemy	
Against	ourselves	
	
Gas!	Surprised	and	shocked	
Falling,	crawling,	dying	
The	fog	is	taking	our	lives	

	
The	unbreathable	air	is	part	of	me	
The	coughing	sound	leads	to	death	
The	silence	is	overwhelming	us	
	
Such	brutality,	such	cruelty	
Human	wrath	has	no	mercy	



Wounded	ra8s	adri8	in	the	ocean	
When	the	fog	begins	to	fall,	
	
And	they	realized	despite	their	blindness	
That	the	storm’s	coming	back	again.	
	
One	sinks,	
WaiFng	for	the	others…	

AS  ALWAYS 



Ac)ve Learner Tasks : student 
teachers

	
Teach	Me	Teresa	

	

					1.	Show	students	a	teaching	video	
					2.	Analyse	
					3.	Reproduce	for	other	poems	





Ac)ve Learner Tasks : words off the page

	
Romeo	and	Juliet	

																									1.	Focus	on	the	prologue	
																									2.	Use	movement	for	meaning	
																									3.	Use	voice	for	meaning	



Maya Angelou (1928 – 2004)
Author,	poet,	historian,	songwriter,	
playwright,	dancer,	stage	and	screen	
producer,	director,	performer,	singer	and	civil	
rights	ac&vist.	
Presiden&al	Medal	of	Freedom	

And	SFll	I	Rise	
Phenomenal	Woman	



Maya Angelou
When	she	was	8	years	old,	Maya	
Angelou	stopped	speaking.	She	
silenced	her	voice	because	she	
thought	her	voice	had	killed	a	
man.	For	almost	five	years,	she	
spoke	to	no	one	but	her	beloved	
brother,	Bailey.	

The	man	she	believed	she	had	
killed	with	her	voice	--	her	
mother's	boyfriend,	Mr.	
Freeman	--	had	raped	her.		
	
Amer	she	tes&fied	against	him	
in	his	trial,	he	was	convicted	
and	sentenced,	but	released	
from	jail.	Four	days	later,	he	
was	found	dead.	Murdered.	



	
Maya’s	English	teacher	-	Mrs.	Flowers	
	
“Your	grandmother	says	you	read	a	lot.	Every	
chance	you	get.	That’s	good,	but	not	good	
enough.	Words	mean	more	than	what	is	down	
on	paper.	It	takes	the	human	voice	to	infuse	
them	with	the	shades	of	deeper	meaning.”	
		
“You	do	not	love	poetry,	not	un&l	you	speak	it.”		
	



The prologue

Two	households,	both	alike	in	dignity,	
	
In	fair	Verona,	where	we	lay	our	scene,	
	
From	ancient	grudge,	break	to	new	
mu&ny.	



The prologue

Two	households,	both	alike	in	dignity,	
	
In	fair	Verona,	where	we	lay	our	scene,	
	
From	ancient	grudge,	break	to	new	
mu&ny.	



The prologue

Two	households,	(STEP)	both	alike	in	
dignity,	
	
In	fair	Verona,	where	we	lay	our	scene,	
	
From	ancient	grudge	(HATE),	break	to	
new	mu&ny	(HATE).	





THANK	YOU	FOR	PARTICIPATING!	


