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Why are schools introducing 
International GCSEs? 

1.  Progression	
•  A	logical	development	from	CLIL	
•  Formal	recogni:on	for	curriculum	studies	in	English	
•  Preparing	students	for	interna:onal	Higher	Educa:on	

2.  Pedagogy		
•  Broadening	students’	perspec:ves	
•  Integra:ng	cross-curricular	teams	
•  Developing	an	Alternanza	Scuola	Lavoro	project	

3.  Status	
•  Expressing	a	progressive,	interna:onal	outlook	
•  AHrac:ng	new	students	
•  Raising	income	from	addi:onal	classes	

3	Selling	Edexcel	exams	in	Italian	schools	



Progression towards international Higher Education 

Context:	A	fiMy-fold	increase	in	English-taught	Bachelor’s	(ETB)	programmes	in	
European	universi:es	since	2009	



“It’s really the fundamental 
skills like teamwork and 

communication that seem to 
matter the most, that employers 

demand the most.” 

Guy	Berger,	Chief	Economist	at	LinkedIn	
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Why we need to close the global skills gap 



World Class Qualifications 
	



World Class Qualifications Expert Panel 
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WCQ guiding principles 

•  Develop	qualifica:ons	that	support	young	people	
globally	to	meet	challenges	of	21st	Century	

•  Ensure	courses	and	assessment	support	young	
people	to	develop	the	capabili:es	they	need	to	
progress	and	prosper	in	their	lives	

•  Bring	together	Pearson	experAse	in	curriculum,	
assessment	design,	learning	technologies	and	
educa:on	policy	

•  Expert	Panel	researched	best	prac:ces	from	
schools	systems	and	the	priori:es	of	higher	
educa:on	and	employers	to	establish	a	
framework	for	qualificaAon	design	

	
hHp://uk.pearson.com/world-class-qualifica:ons.html	



The world’s leading education company 
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Pearson  

employs over 30000  

people in education 

businesses across 70 

countries 

Pearson is  
the largest provider 

of  
regulated 

qualifications  
in the UK  

Over one 
 in four of all academic, 

professional and vocational 
qualifications in the UK  

is delivered by  
Pearson 

Edexcel International  

GCSEs are available in over  

35 subjects, and are studied  

in more than 55 countries 

worldwide 



A renowned provider of educational qualifications 
and assessments for every learner profile 

General	primary	&	
secondary	educa9on	
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Technical	&	professional		
educa9on	

Language,	business,	
finance	&	accoun9ng	

Language	assessment	



Stakeholders in UK certifications  
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Government, 
Works Councils & 

Trade Bodies 

Training and 
Funding Bodies 
	

Schools & 
Universities 
	

Employees & 
Learners 



Core curriculum requirements 
•  Interna:onal	GCSE	was	externally	approved	by	the	WCQ	

interna:onal	Expert	Panel	

Content	and	assessment	
are	demanding,	

meaningful	and	meet	
needs	of	end	users	

World	Class	
Qualifica:ons	

Demanding	 Rigorous	

Inclusive	 Empowering	

Design	of	assessments	
ensures	confidence	in	
grades	

Accessible	
to	all	its	target	students	

Provides	students	
with	knowledge	and	
skills	to	progress	
successfully	



World Class Qualifications in Edexcel 
International GCSEs 

HE	educators	consulted	to	
ensure	progression	and	

relevance	

Reviewed	by	EAL	specialist:	
Accessibility	for	

interna:onal	students	
Benchmarked	to	CEFR	

Culturally	sensi:ve												
and	promote	a															
global	outlook	

Online	subject	expert	
panels	

End-users	help	shape	
design	and	development	

Quality	marking	systems:		
Accurate	and	reliable	

results	



Transferable Skills Frameworks 
•  Skills	framework	adapted	to	support	design	of	new	

qualifica:ons	
•  Ensure	learners	acquire	skills	needed	to	access	Higher	

EducaAon	and	fulfilling	careers	–	alongside	subject	
specific	knowledge,	skills	and	understanding	

•  Built	into	qualificaAons	and	supporAng	resources	from	
Pearson	

CogniAve	skills	

Core	skills	brain	uses	to	think,	
learn	and	reason	–	used	to	carry	
out	any	task.	

CriAcal	Thinking,	Problem	Solving,	
Analysis,	Decision-making,	CreaAvity	

Intrapersonal	Skills	

Emo:onal	intelligence,	ability	to	
know,	understand	and	manage	
own	emo:ons	and	learning.	

Adaptability,	ConAnuous	Learning,	
Intellectual	Curiosity,	Work	Ethics,	
Self-EvaluaAon		

Interpersonal	Skills	

Life	skills	used	every	day	to	
communicate	and	interact	with	
others,	individually	and	in	groups.	

Teamwork	&	CollaboraAon,	
CommunicaAon,	NegoAaAon,	
Empathy,	Leadership	



Pearson Coursebooks 
for International GCSE 
•  Maths	A	(2	books)	
•  Further	Pure	Maths	
•  English	Language	
•  English	Literature	
•  English	as	a	Second	Language	
•  History	(11	:tles)	
•  Geography	
•  Biology	
•  Human	Biology	
•  Chemistry	
•  Physics	
•  Double	Award	Science	
•  Informa:on	&	Comms	Technology	(ICT)		
•  Accoun:ng	
•  Business	
•  Economics	

For	further	informa:on,	go	to	www.pearsonglobalschools.com	



Transferable skills in our resources 
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International appropriateness   
Worked	with	the	World	Class	Qualifica:ons	Design	
panel	to	ensure	qualificaAons	are	inclusive.		
	
Content	of	exams	and	resources	tested	for:	
•  	global	awareness	
•  	cultural	sensiAviAes	
•  	linguisAc	transparency	

Require	B2	level	of	expression.	Marking	focuses	on:	
•  subject	knowledge	and	transferable	skills	
•  NOT	perfect	grammar	and	spelling	
	

	
	
 

Image	by	Leah	Juarez	



History  
Anglo-centric	topics	replaced	
with	internaAonally	diverse	
topics.	
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Geography  
There	are	now	enough	different	
fieldwork	opAons	so	wherever	
they	are	in	the	world,	learners	
can	access	a	fieldwork	trip.	

20	



International examples 
& currencies 

When	illustra:ng	mathema:cal	
concepts,	examples	and	currencies	
are	taken	from	all	over	the	world.		
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EAL support in the 
resources 

Examples	from	English	Literature	

	

General	vocabulary	is	glossed	in	the	

margin	at	the	point	where	it	appears.	

	

Phrases	from	the	texts	are	explained	

in	the	margin	at	the	point	where	they	

appear.	
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9-1: an improved grading scale 
in English education 

Grade	9	represents	a	new	level	of	aHainment	to	
differen:ate	top	performing	students	
	
Greater	differenAaAon	in	the	middle	of	the	range	
of	grades,	with	old	grades	4,	5	and	6	being	
equivalent	to	the	old	grade	B	and	C	
	
More	informaAon	about	students’	a\ainment	to	
help	progression	into	HE.		
	
Using	the	same	scale	for	Pearson	Edexcel	GCSE	and	
Interna:onal	GCSE	for	allows	clear	comparison	
with	English	standards,	unlike	the	A*-G	scale.		
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Edexcel resources and support 

For	resources,	support,	guidance,	go	to:	qualifica:ons.pearson.com/	
	



Gejng	Started	
Guide	&	

Schemes	of	
Work	

“Gejng	Ready	
to	Teach”	
training	

Transferable	
Skills	subject	

guides	

Subject	Advisor	 Results	Plus	
analysis	service	

Access	to	
students’	
completed	
scripts	

Curriculum	
Matched	
Publishing	

Lesson	plans	
Exemplar	
Marked	

Responses	

Topic	booklets	
&	Subject	
guides	

Sample	
Assessments	

Exam	Wizard	
ques:on	bank	

Support Overview 

Support	across	
the	curriculum	

AddiAonal	support		
for	selected	subjects	



Subject advisors and online communities   
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Exemplar Marked Responses 

•  Exemplars	of	marked	student	
responses	from	new	Sample	
Assessment	Materials	for	
English,	Maths	and	Science.		

•  Support	understanding	of	how	
the	mark	scheme	is	applied.		

•  Variety	of	student	ability	is	
shown,	helping	demonstrate	
how	highest	marks	for	a	
ques:on	can	be	achieved.	
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•  Online	results	analysis	tool	to	analyse	individual	student	performance	in	Edexcel	
exams		

•  Feed	in	mock	exam	results	and	evaluate	where	the	student	needs	further	support	

•  Review	actual	student	exam	performance,	ques:on	by	ques:on,	to	provide	
guidance	and	inform	teaching	strategies	and	approach	

•  Compare	your	school’s	results	with	Italy	and	the	global	Edexcel	cohort	
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Free access to student scripts 

•  Download	copies	of	any	student’s	completed	exam	
script	

•  Use	alongside	Results	Plus	to	analyse	students’	exam	
performance	

•  Inform	subsequent	learning	and	teaching	programmes	

•  Evaluate	poten:al	value	of	a	re-marking	appeal	



•  Centre	applica:on	fee 	 	 	395€	
•  Teacher-training	per	head 	 	 	FREE*	
•  Annual	centre	registra:on	fee 	 	FREE	
•  Student	Books	(whole	syllabus) 	 	30€	
•  Interna:onal	GCSE	exam	entry 	 	51€	
•  Minimum	annual	invoicing 	 	 	2850€**	
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Exam centre costs 

*For	web-based	seminars	
**From	third	year	as	a	centre	



Challenges facing prospective new centres 

		LinguisAc	
•  Students	need	to	aHain	at	least	B2	language	level	

•  Teachers	can	deliver	content	at	B2+	

•  Individual,	team	teaching	or	external	specialist?	
		

	



OrganisaAonal	
•  Choice	of	most	suitable	subjects	

•  External	teacher	availability	

•  Ins:tu:onal	approvals	

•  Timetabling	(200+	hours	over	2-3	years)	

•  Publicity	and	recruitment	

•  Alternanza	Scuola	Lavoro	

•  Exam	Officer	du:es	
	

Challenges facing prospective new centres 



Challenges facing prospective new centres 

Methodological	
•  New	syllabus	correspondences		

•  New	methods	and	techniques	

•  New	ideas	and	perspec:ves	

•  New	marking	schemes	and	examiner	expecta:ons	



Challenges facing prospective new centres 
	

			Financial	
•  Costs	of	safe	storage	

•  Addi:onal	teaching	costs	

•  Poten:al	recruitment	costs	



Success is achievable! 
Lessons	from	user	experience:	

	
1. Build	a	strong	project	team:	stakeholder	
commitment	is	key!	

2. Take	your	:me:	don’t	rush	the	planning	and	
implementa:on	phases	

3. The	ini:al	steep	learning	curve	pays	off	in	terms	
of	student	results,	parent	apprecia:on	and	the	
school’s	reputa:on	

4. Use	Edexcel’s	support	network	and	resources		
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Credible	 Progressive	

SupporAve	 Affordable	

InternaAonal	

International GCSEs 



rob.jamieson@pearson.com	

A L W A Y S 	 L E A R N I N G	

rob.jamieson@pearson.com	


